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King Street
United Church of Christ
201 South King Street
Danbury, Connecticut 06811
Worship on Sundays at 9:30 AM

Tel: (203) 748-0719
FAX: (203) 748-0719 (call first)

Church E-mail:
office@kingstchurch.org
Church website:
www.kingstchurch.org

Pastor
Rev. Cindy Maddox
Office Hours: Monday — Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Other hours by appointment
(203) 748-0719
(203) 791-1862 Home
(203) 300-1736 Cell
Confidential E-mail:
Pastor@kingstchurch.org

Secretary
Tish McCarthy
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m.
E-mail: office@kingstchurch.org

Music Director
Paul Malyszka

Director of Senior Bells
Lisa Murray

Director of Junior Bells
Barbara Nobles

Sexton
Bob Cotton

As I write this, I have just returned from “Black Friday” shopping.
Shopping on the day after Thanksgiving is not my tradition. In fact, I think
this is the first time I've done it. But the promise of some good deals lured
me out of bed at 7:00 this morning.

I expected to find a long line of cars exiting the interstate at
Newtown Road. There was no line. I turned left and headed toward my
favorite store, expecting a long line of cars waiting to get into the lot. No
line. I found a surprisingly close parking place, and when I entered the
store I saw checkout lines not much longer than usual, although every cash
register was being used. The only hint of a problem was the dearth of
shopping carts. After hanging around the checkout lines in order to snag a
cart, I headed toward my primary destination: the electronics section.

And that's where I encountered the lines. Two of them, in fact,
snaking in both directions along the back wall. Two harried-looking
cashiers were trying to wait on every single customer who wanted a Wii,
Nintendo DSi, iTouch, Nano, portable DVD player, or HDTV—all the
hot-ticket, high-priced items that were too valuable to leave out in the
open. Fifty customers. Two clerks. No assurance that the item you wanted
was even still available. A recipe for shopping rage.

But one employee showed great initiative. She picked a point in
line and started asking people what they needed—how many gigabytes,
what size screen, the package deal or the pink one?—and she retrieved
each and every item from the back room. “Follow me,” she said to six
slightly confused but happy customers. She could not hand out the
items—company policy required that they be paid for first. So instead she
led the customers to the front checkout stands, and she stood in line while
every one of them purchased their prized electronics deal. She even
managed to help several other customers along the way.

In case you’re wondering, no, this is not an advertisement for
Target! It’s an example of the difference one person can make. The
problem was big, and helping only 10% of those in line might seem a waste
of time. But help had to come from somewhere, and she decided it would
come from her. She saw a problem and she did what she could do to help,
even if it was a drop in the bucket.

This Christmas season, the needs are great. People all around us are
struggling financially . . . and emotionally and spiritually, too. We could say
the problem is overwhelming, much too big for us even to try to fix it. Or
we could decide to help where we can. Where to begin? Begin like the clerk
did—Dby asking people what they need.

“As we have been blessed, may we be a blessing to others.”

Pastor Cindy
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Blanche Masi

Carolyn Ruffles
Harriett Mangels

Scott Merrell Roger Nelson, Jr.
John Jennings

Jane Sanger, on the passing of her father
recently;

The family of Ruth Tibbetts, who passed away
on August 15t;

John Hundinger, husband of Davida Foy
Crabtree, undergoing treatment for stomach
cancer,;

Jim Loschiavo, was recently diagnosed with
brain tumors;

Linda Spione, in the death of her mother;
Michelle Chuisano, in the recent death of her
father;

Sue Mills, in the death of her father;

Doreen Cotton, whose mother passed away on
December 2nd;
Ann  Salamone,
law;

Marcelle Corsi, Shari Lynn Niland’s mother.

Christine’s mother-in-

The families of the victims affected by recent
tragedies, violence and natural disasters;
those who are serving in the armed forces and
their families and all who are victims of war.

Pajama Sunday Is Back!
On December 27", the Sunday after Christmas,
children are invited to wear pajamas to church.
Come and be cozy as we celebrate!

LASAGNA BUFFET
M
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Supper!

The lasagna supper will be
December 12™

Open to the community, it will be continuous
seating from 5:00-7:00p.m. We’'ll serve:

Fresh garden salad - Family style with assorted
dressings
Cheese lasagna with meat or vegetarian sauce
Parmesan cheese on the side
Italian bread and butter
Cold beverages: soda, iced tea, water
Hot beverages: coffee and tea
Home baked desserts: pies, cookies, cakes

Cost will be $10.00 for adults, $9.00 for seniors
$5.00 for children 5-10 yr. old,
4 and under free
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DECEMBER LASAGNA DINNERS HELPERS

Baker, Matt Loschiavo, Sue
Baker, Pam Luchsinger,
Canarozzi, Dina Kristen

Luchsinger, Tim
Patton, David
Spione, Linda
Westhy, Barb
Zacotinsky, Cathy

Edgar, Chelsea
Edgar, Scott
Edgar, Sherri
Fuller, Steve
Knisley, Bev
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PRAYER CHAIN

The King Street Church
Prayer Chain provides
intercessory prayer for
those in need. Over the
years, we have prayed for
friends and neighbors, as
well as for people whom we did not know. We
have seen miraculous recoveries. We have also
seen tragic losses. But, at all times, those
participating in the chain have felt the
undeniable presence of connection to each
other, to the people for whom we pray, and to
God. By praying for the same thing, each in
our own homes, we join Christians through the
ages who have experienced the power of
prayer and the acceptance that comes with
faith.

We welcome new members to the chain at any
time. Anyone who would like to join the chain
should contact Mary Dunkle (203-748-7892). If
you would prefer to participate through an
email group, rather than a telephone chain, talk
to Mary Dunkle or Sherie Sullivan (203-744-
6667).

If you know of someone who needs our
prayers, call Cindy to start the Prayer Chain. If
Cindy is not available, contact one of the
deacons (Mary Dunkle, Becky Forstrom, John
Jesse, Michelle Chuisano, Cathy Zacotinsky,
Sherie Sullivan).

We Help One Another

Each year at Christmas we eagerly choose tags
from the Salvation Army Angel Tree or the
AIDS Project tree, to buy presents for children
or families in need. We will continue these fine
traditions this year. But at a recent Women'’s
Society meeting, someone asked if we could
also help people within our own church family.
We expressed the need for confidentiality, and
Melody Montgomery suggested that other
churches might be in the same situation, and
perhaps we could trade needs with them. |
have contacted other UCC congregations in the
area, and they love the idea!

We will be gathering some specific requests
from members in our own church who may
need some help this Christmas, and we will
shuffle those requests with the ones we receive
from other churches. We will help their people
and they will help ours. How’s that for being
church together?

If you are unemployed or underemployed, or
simply in extra-tight financial condition, we
would like to offer a little extra help providing
Christmas presents for your family. Please
speak with our pastor for more information or
to share a request.

Christmas Adult Fellowship, Saturday, December 19 at 7:30 pm at John Jesse's house - 110
Deer Hill Avenue. Please bring appetizer or dessert to share and a gift for Chinese gift exchange.
Please sign up in the Martin Room. Bring friends if you like so they can see our social side

especially if they missed the auction.

Christmas Caroling Party, Sunday, December 20, 5 to 7 pm. Meet at the church. We will
then carpool to homes where we will be singing, then back to church for cocoa and cookies. This is
a great family activity.
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.... Historian’s Corner
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People come into our minds and it seems like just
yesterday they were here with us — talking, laughing, and
making one’s day so much brighter. Such was the loved
one we are remembering this month — Janice Badger.

Jan, the wife of Guy Badger, was born in Hyannis, MA.
on June 25t 1931, the daughter of Howard and Edith
Sweet. She was a graduate of the Worcester
Massachusetts Memorial School of Nursing.

Jan met Guy as she was caring for his mother while
working with the Visiting Nurse Association. At the
time he was in the service. They married and lived in
Auburn, MA before moving to Danbury. They joined
our church in 1964, and were the parents of a son, Paul,
and two daughters, Bonnie and Marilyn.

Jan was very active in the Women’s Society, supporting
all its functions including the Thrift Shop. When she
first came to our church she was in awe of the splendid
King Street cooks. The first time she was asked to bake
a pie she got so nervous that Guy had to bake it for her
—and it was a huge success! From then on she made
her own. However, her family remembers cakes
exploding in the oven, a Thanksgiving turkey falling on
the floor and a shrimp salad made with uncooked
shrimp! We all have had similar memories of things not
going so perfectly.

Jan and her family were great supporters of the Dorothy
Day Hospitality House and made cookies, brownies,
and other goodies for them. One Christmas Eve they
even made individual gift plates of cookies, breads,
oranges and candy canes for all the guests.

She also worked with Meals on Wheels and, while the
children were young, was active as a Cub Scout and Girl
Scout leader.

Nursing was one of her dearest loves, and indeed it was
her calling in life. In Auburn she was a visiting nurse,
and then worked 9 years at the Danbury Hospital and
15 years at Glen Hill Convalescent Center. Many of our
church family were cared for at one time or another by

her.

In the 60’s we had an active camping congregation, and
the Badgers, along with other church families, often
went to Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, CT.
Such happy memories of fun and fellowship.
Burlingame State Park in Rhode Island was another
favorite. Jan loved the ocean and, after her death, Guy
purchased the cottage in South Kingston, Rhode Island.
They had spent many lovely vacations there and, no
doubt, she would have wanted that for Guy.

Indeed, Jan was a special lady. Along with everything
else she loved to walk. A jaunt around the block went
from her home on Waterbury Lane up Middle River
Road and back down South King Street. It included
many stops along the way to see how the Wiblings,
Mark and Liz Russell, and other friends were doing.

She loved to swim and every morning at 5 am one could
find her at the YMCA doing laps at the pool. Birding

was another activity that brought her pleasure.

Jan was a member of the Nutmeg Quilt Group. When
her daughter, Bonnie, was to be married, she worked
vigorously making a beautiful quilt in the “Flying
Geese” pattern. Other family members through the
years also received special gifts of her handiwork.

She and Guy loved to square dance and were members
of many area dance clubs.

Jan passed away on August 12t 1988, after a tragic car
accident in Maine. She was only 57 years old. To make
matters even sadder, she and Guy had gone in two cars
because of all they were taking with them. On the drive
home he passed an accident and suddenly realized it was
his beloved wife in the car. One of their daughters was

with Jan, and she survived. It was a terrible loss for us
all.

Just mention her name to anyone who knew her and
that person will smile, for she was someone everyone
dearly loved. Jan practiced her faith. Happiness to her
was giving to and helping others. She was a loving wife,
mother, and friend.

God is surely with her.

Barbara Westby




Messenger December 2009

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

November 29 First Sunday of Advent 9:30 am - Worship
December 6 Second Sunday of Advent  9:30 am — Communion/Worship
December 13 Third Sunday of Advent 9:30 am — Worship

3:00 pm — Christmas Concert
December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ 9:30 am - Worship/Children’s Pageant
December 24 Christmas Eve 6:00 pm — Family Worship Service

11:00 pm - Candlelight & Communion Worship Service
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

If you would like to provide a poinsettia for the sanctuary during Christmas, please complete this form and
return it to the church office no later than Tuesday, December 15",

Please order the following poinsettias for me. | have enclosed $12.50 per plant.

# Red
POINSETTL, ——— (#) i Wh!te . . d
DONATIONS | will provide my own plant and deliver it to the church by noon, December 23",

Given in honor or memory of

(please circle)
From

*AhhkhkAhkhkAArAhkhArAhkrhkhhkrhkrhhkhhhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkihkhkihhkhkrhhkrhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhkihkhkihhkihikkihhkihhkihikiiikiik

Holiday Concert
: “@e[[s will be ringing . . . Choirs will be smgmg

Please join us as we enjoy the Christmas season through music
December 13, 2009 -- 3:00 pm
King Street United Church of Christ
201 South King Street -- Danbury, CT
Information: (203)748-0719

Free will offering
Refreshments to follow the concert

/
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Jackie McNeil was raised primarily in the
Dover Plains area of New York. She currently
teaches history at Western Connecticut State
University and Naugatuck Valley Community
College. Jackie enjoys sports, photography,
and spending time with her family.

Bob Smith was recently married to Sandy
Marano and they are currently living in Bethel.
He grew up on South King Street and attended
Danbury Schools and Western Connecticut
State University. Bob is currently a Project
Manager for Boehringer Pharmaceuticals in
Ridgefield. In his free time he enjoys traveling,
hiking, and following the New York sports
teams.
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Christmas Fund Offering

The Christmas Fund offering is one of four
Special Mission Offerings of the United
Church of Christ. It is one way of sharing our
joy at God's renewing and life-giving grace, an
expression of joy and gratitude to those who
serve the church. Gifts to this fund help
provide pension and health premium
supplementation to low-income retirees and
emergency assistance to the families of clergy
and lay employees. It also gives Christmas gift
checks to hundreds annuitants. The Christmas
Fund offering will be collected on December
20. Thank you for your generosity.

New this year.....we will be selling
homemade holiday cookies! A large selection
will be available for purchase by the
container...come stock up on all your
favorites. You select the cookies you want,
priced by container! All church bakers are
invited to help supply a nice variety of
cookies.

We will be holding our “Kids Only” Room
Event Sunday December 6 from 11 to noon
downstairs. This event allows children
from the church and community friends to
purchase holiday gifts for the family at
reasonable prices. (A box will be in the
Martin Room where you can donate your
items for this cause any Sunday before
12/6).

The Thrift Shop will also be open at this time
for all women who need to purchase their
exchange gift for the Women’s Society Holiday
Dinner to be held at Chuck’s Steak House
December 7 at 6 pm - cost $25. Please sign up
in the Martin Room on the WS bulletin board
for this event.

) T ".-rr. .
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday | Saturday
7:30 pm 9-12 pm 9-12 pm
Sr. Bell Choir Thrift Shop Open Thrift Shop
Open
Bell Choir 7:30 pm
g A Sr Choir WS Bake Sale
: 9-12 pm
9:30 am 6 pm 7:30 pm 9-12 pm 9-12 pm
Communion/ Women’s Society Sr. Bell Choir Thrift Shop Open Thrift Shop
Worshi i i Open
p Holiday Dinner Bell Choir 7:30 pm p
Kids Only Room F & 'Yal Sr Choir 5-7 pm
11-12 pm Lasagna
Dinner/Thrift
WS Bake Sale Shop Open
11-12 pm
9:30 am 7pm 7:30 pm 9-12 pm 9-12 pm
Worship Ministry Council Sr. Bell Choir Thrift Shop Open Thrift Shop
Open
3pm 7:30 pm
Holiday Concert Sr Choir 7:30 pm
Fellowship -
John Jesse’s
9:30 am 6 pm - 1-5pm
Worship/Pageant Family Service . Dorothy Day
5 pm 11 pm ! {\\(’ ,
Caroling Christmas Eve P T
Service
9:30 am 9-12 pm
Worship—Pajama Thrift Shop Open
Sunday
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The meaning of adoption

When a class of young children began discussing the subject of adoption, the teacher first asked for
a definition. An 8-year-old girl answered by saying, “I’m adopted. If you’re adopted, it means you
grew up in a mother’s heart instead of her tummy.”

St. Paul said we Christians are all adopted. To the church at Ephesus he wrote, “[God] destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleas-ure of his will”
(Ephesians 1:5, NRSV). We have been in God’s heart all along.

JANUARY Messenger articles due
Monday, DECEMBER 21%

E-mail articles to Knisleys127@sbcglobal.net
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King Street
United Church of Christ
201 South King Street
Danbury, Connecticut 06811

Reverend Cindy Maddox
Pastor



