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King Street United Church of Christ  

King Street 

United Church of Christ 
201 South King Street 

Danbury, Connecticut 06811 
Worship on Sundays at 9:30 AM 

 
Tel: (203) 748-0719 

FAX: (203) 748-0719 (call first) 
 

Church E-mail: 
office@kingstchurch.org  
Church website: 

www.kingstchurch.org 
 
 

Pastor 

Rev. Cindy Maddox 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Other hours by appointment 

(203) 748-0719 
 (203) 791-1862 Home  

(203) 300-1736 Cell 
Confidential E-mail: 

Pastor@kingstchurch.org 
 

Secretary 

Tish McCarthy 

Office Hours:  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
E-mail: office@kingstchurch.org 

 

 

Music Director 

Paul Malyszka 
 

Director of Senior Bells 

Lisa Murray 

 

Director of Junior Bells 

Barbara Nobles 

 

Sexton  

Bob Cotton 
 

 

What’s with Ash Wednesday? Isn’t that a Catholic thing? 

 
I’ve been asked this question a couple of times over the years, in 
various ways and by a variety of people. I know a number of 
people who avoid Ash Wednesday, who don’t like Lent, who 
would rather just skip that part of the church calendar. (And some 
of them are ministers!) I think this is partly because of what some 
pastors and some churches have done to and with Lent. They have 
made it about sin, shame, and guilt. They have made it about 
suffering and violence and death. That is not the message of Lent. 
The message of Lent is turning and returning. 
 
Let’s say you’re heading down a road you’ve never been on 
before, and you miss your turn. Is this sin? Should you be 
ashamed? Of course not. You made a mistake. Lent is about 
recognizing you missed your turn. Lent is about turning around 
and heading back in the right direction. Lent is about being aware 
of our choices and making better ones. 
 
And Ash Wednesday is not about death and dying and “You’re 
going to be dust soon so you’d better get right with God!” Ash 
Wednesday is about the brevity of life. When you receive the 
ashes on your forehead, the words you hear are, “From dust you 
have come and to dust you will return.” This isn’t a warning—it’s 
an admonition. The message is that life is short, so don’t waste it! 
Life is brief, so don’t throw it away on that which doesn’t bring 
life to your living. As the poet Mary Oliver asked, “What is it you 
plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” 
 
Please join us on February 17 for our Ash Wednesday service. In 
addition to receiving the ashes, you will also have an opportunity 
to participate in a ritual of letting go, of turning and returning. We 
will also receive communion. I hope to see you there. 
 
Pastor Cindy 
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Carolyn Ruffles               Blanche Masi
 Harriet Mangels 

 Scott Merrell Roger Nelson, Jr. 
John Jennings 

 
Michelle Isabelle, recovering from injuries 
sustained when hit by a car;; 
Jane Sanger, in the death of her father; 
John Hundinger, husband of Davida Foy 
Crabtree, undergoing treatment for stomach 
cancer; 
Jim Loschiavo, undergoing treatment for brain 
tumors; 
Michelle Chuisano, in the death of her father; 
Sue Mills, in the death of her father; 
Ann Salamone, Christine’s mother-in-
law;             
Marcelle Corsi, Shari Lynn Niland’s mother.  
 
The families of the victims affected by recent 
tragedies, violence and natural disasters; 
those who are serving in the armed forces and 
their families and all who are victims of war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
LASAGNA BUFFET 

 
 

The lasagna supper will be  
February 13th 

     
Open to the community, it will be continuous Open to the community, it will be continuous Open to the community, it will be continuous Open to the community, it will be continuous 

seating from 5:00seating from 5:00seating from 5:00seating from 5:00----7:007:007:007:00    p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m.  We’ll serve:We’ll serve:We’ll serve:We’ll serve:    
    

********* 
 

Fresh garden salad - Family style with dressing 
Cheese lasagna with meat or vegetarian sauce  

Parmesan cheese on the side 
Italian bread and butter 

Cold beverages: soda, iced tea, water 
Hot beverages: coffee and tea 

Home baked desserts: pies, cookies, cakes 
    

************************************    

Cost will be $10.00 for adults, $9.00 for seniors 
$5.00 for children 5-10 yr. old,  

4 and under free 

 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY LASAGNA DINNERS HELPERS 

 

Chuisano, Michelle 

Chuisano, Elise 

Cotton, Stephanie 

Dunkle, Mary 

Dunkle, Tom 

Healy, Elizabeth 

Mills, Fred  

Patton, John 

Petzold, Jeff 
Ruffles, Carolyn 
Ruffles, Cindy 
Sabbagh, Kirsten 
Sabbagh, Kurt 
Westby, Robin 
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…. Historian’s Corner  
A Special Calling 

 

According to early records, in the Spring of 1822-

23 we were visited by two missionaries, Levi 

Hathaway and Abigail Roberts.  It is she, along 

with her son Philetus, whom we shall remember 

this month. 

 

Abigail was born February 17, 1791, in 

Greenbush, Renesselaer County, New York, the 

seventh of nine children.  Her parents, William 

and Esther Hoag, were Quakers, and attended 

regularly the “Friends Meeting on Quaker Hill.”  

Since it was the custom for families to speak at 

these gatherings, Abigail, while a mere child, 

would ask questions and make remarks about 

what was being said.  It puzzled her that when 

they spoke they came unprepared, with nothing 

to read from.  A member of the family said “Do 

not trouble thyself, Abby; you will never be called 

upon to preach.” 

 

In 1809 Abigail married Nathan Roberts, a 

carpenter/farmer.  They had four children, Eliza, 

William, Esther and Philetus.  By 1816 they had 

lost Eliza and William.  Abigail, who had long felt 

called to bear witness to her faith in Christ, 

thought that the taking of her two children was 

punishment to her because of her disobedience 

to God’s call.  Thus, she vowed to God that she 

would never again waver in her conviction to 

serve him. 

 

The mission which she undertook left the two 

remaining children in the hands of God, friends 

and relatives.  Her husband, Nathan, 

accompanied her on her journeys which carried 

her through many states, including New York, 

New Jersey and Connecticut.  Only the most 

courageous would claim friendship with any 

preacher.  Not having an established church, they 

met in homes or schoolhouses – many times 

drawing the curtains to hide their gatherings.  To 

these people she was able to provide a spiritual 

need that was later to grow into the formation of 

the King Street Christian Church, on August 21, 

1830. 

 

With her Quaker background Mrs. Roberts had 

taught her children humility, love and obedience.  

True to his upbringing, Philetus helped his family, 

often assuming the responsibility of the family 

farm.  However, Abigail was intent on her son 

pursuing an education and was determined to 

provide help through God for his spiritual needs.  

At a church revival he resigned his life for the 

cause of Christ and to help others to this belief.  

He believed his mother to be a saint. 

 

When our church was formed, Philetus was 

delighted and offered his services whenever 

possible.  From our records: Elder P. Roberts 

preached to the church from 1834 to about 1840, 

coming in horse and buggy from Duchess 

County, a distance of 25 miles, laboring with 

great earnestness and much success and gaining 

a host of warm and admiring friends.  Also, he 

was prominent among pastors of the church, 

having commenced the ministry at the age of 16, 

being gifted in prayer and exhortation as well as 

an excellent singer.  When preaching, he was 

always to have a full house.  In 1838 he received 

22 members, nearly all heads of families – good 

substantial citizens and from this time on, with 

divine blessing, success was assured. 

 

As Secretary of the Christian Church Conference 

around 1840, traveling with some ministers, 

Philetus left his partners and walked a long 

distance in rough winter weather to visit his 

invalid mother.  He found her fatally ill with all 

joints of her body drawn and distorted by a 

crippling arthritis due to traveling in all kinds of 

weather and to the great exposure of cold and 

rain.  She was radiant in her faith and urged 

Philetus to carry on his work for Christ. She died 

July 7, 1841.  Philetus later was to become 

pastor of the Christian Church in Milford, New 

Jersey, which his mother had founded 47 years 

before.   It is a remarkable fact that a mother 

and son became pastors of the same church. 

 

Two people, true disciples of Christ – one who 

sparked the flame that was to become the King 

Street Church - the other who kept the flame 

burning. 

 

Special thanks to Mrs. Hazel Wheeler of 

Jamestown, Tennessee – whose great, great 

grandmother was Abigail Roberts. 
  

Barbara Westby 

Historian 
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LET'S BUILD FELLOWSHIP! 

KICK-OFF EVENT SATURDAY, 

FEBRUARY 13! 
  
Are you interested in the opportunity to meet and 
develop friendships with the members and friends 
of our church?  Please read on! 
  
Maybe you're a young couple that would like to get 
to know other young couples?  Or you're someone 
interested in a book discussion group? How about 
a Bible Study group or a movie discussion group?  
Game night?  Or just a coffee get-together. 
 
We'd like to explore the idea of creating some 
small interest groups who would like to get 
together once a month, after the lasagna dinners. 
  
THE PLAN - First, come enjoy the lasagna dinner 
on Saturday, February 13 around 6 pm.  Help clean 
up at 7 pm (that will make light work!).  Then all 
interested parties will gather in groups for some 
interesting questions guaranteed to start a fun 
conversation.  If we have time, we will play some 
games.   Then we will toss around ideas of what we 
might like to do each month.  Let’s see what ideas 
are suggested and we’ll take it from there. 
 
Interested, but can’t come?  Please call either Cindy 
Maddox or Chris Marano (203-748-9114). We'd 
love to hear your ideas!! 

 
 
 

 
 
In case of bad weather, how will you find 
out if church is cancelled? It will now be 
posted on WFSB-3. You can check either 
on television or online at www.wfsb.com. 
Keep in mind that, depending on the 
conditions on any given Sunday, we could 
choose to have a one or two hour delay 
rather than cancelling. 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE  
  
“With over 60 years of experience, Church 
World Service applies its expertise in helping 
communities both overseas and in the US 
recover from catastrophes.” The recent earth-
quake in Haiti is an example of such an event. 
  
Working in partnership with Church World 
Service we can do so much!   On Feb. 7th, we 
will begin collecting contributions to the CWS 
Blankets + Offering.  This year is more 
important than ever. Please prayerfully 
consider giving to this very important mission. 
  
On-going Opportunities through Outreach: 
• Donate food to the Daily Bread food 

pantry.  

• Bring in soup labels and box tops for the 
Elon Home.  

• Donate items for the area animal shelters.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Meeting  - Monday February 1st 
Library - 7 pm 

  
Correction:  The 2009 budget presented at the 
January annual meeting mistakenly had the WS listed 
as failing to meet our 2009 pledge.  Not only did we 
meet our pledge we gave an additional $400 gift. I 
have taken the issue to the treasurer and it should be 
corrected. 
  
We are working on plans to clean and spruce up the 
library.  Any and all suggestions welcome. 
 
Please plan on making a meat loaf for our March 
contribution to Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on March 
27th:  Deliver a 3-5 lb meat loaf to church Friday 
night, March 26th.  Reports are that over 200 people 
are attending regularly and we will need all the meals 
we can provide.   

–Melody Montgomery 
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Larry Deming and Friends will present the 
2nd Annual Bach Birthday Bash, 
performing at 3 pm on Sunday, March 
21st. This is the 325th anniversary of the 
birth of Johann Sebastian Bach.  The 
concert will be held in the Sanctuary and 
will benefit the church.  There will be a 
suggested donation of $10 for adults and 
$5 for children. 
 
Larry Deming has played violin in the 
Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Springfield 
Symphony and the New Haven Symphony. 
 He has recently been the concertmaster of 
the Danbury Symphony and is currently 
first violinist of the Deming String Quartet.  
He plays violin and viola freelance 
throughout Connecticut and New York. 
 He will be assisted by some of the finest 
chamber musicians in the area. 

 

 
Supplies Needed 
 

We will soon be creating a list of items we 

use at the church on a regular basis. Please 

check the list occasionally to see what we 

might need. Then, when you’re doing your 

regular shopping, you could pick up an item 

for the church. It may not seem like much, 

but it adds up! 

 

 
 
 

 
Resumes Wanted 
 
If you’ve ever conducted a job search, you 

probably know the power of networking. You 

never know when you might meet someone 

who knows someone who can help you find a 

job. With that in mind, we have created a 

resume board at church. If you are looking 

for a new job, whether or not you are 

currently employed, feel free to post your 

resume. We ask only that you limit your 

resume to two single-sided pages so there is 

room for everyone.  

 

Everyone is invited to read the resumes. You 

just might hear of an opening that would be 

perfect for someone in our church.  
 
 
 

Kids, Kids, and More Kids!Kids, Kids, and More Kids!Kids, Kids, and More Kids!Kids, Kids, and More Kids!    
 

Have you noticed how many children we’re 

having in worship these days? Last Sunday 

we had eighteen children in Sunday school! 

In light of this recent growth, we will be 

dividing into two classes - one for 

Kindergarten through Grade 3 and one for 

Grade 4 through Grade 8. By dividing the 

class we will be able to offer more age-

appropriate lessons. If your child doesn’t fit 

the usual grade categories, feel free to self-

select whichever class works best for your 

child. If you have any questions, talk with 

Cindy Maddox or Linda Spione. 

 

Having an additional class also means we 

need more teachers. If you are willing to 

teach either age group, please contact Linda 

Spione at spione@optonline.net or 914-485-

1119. 
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SSSSundayundayundayunday    MondayMondayMondayMonday    TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesday    WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday    ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday    FridayFridayFridayFriday    SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday    

 

1 
7 pm 

Women’s 

Society 

2 
 

3 
7:30 pm 

Sr. Bell Choir 
4 

9-12 pm  

Thrift Shop Open 

 

7:30 pm 

 Sr Choir 

5 6 
9-12 pm  

Thrift Shop Open 

7 
9:30 am  

Communion/ 

Worship  

 

 

8 
  

9 
 

 

10 
7:30 pm 

Sr. Bell Choir 

 

11 
9-12 pm  

Thrift Shop Open 

 

 7:30 pm 

 Sr Choir 

12 
 

13 
9-12 pm  

Thrift Shop Open 

 

5–7 pm Lasagna 

Dinner/After 

Dinner Fellowship 

14 

9:30 am 

Worship 

 

 

15 
7 pm 

 Ministry 

Council 

16 
 

17 
7 pm 

 Ash Wednesday 

Service 

 

  

7:30 pm 

Sr. Bell Choir 

18 
9-12 pm 

 Thrift Shop Open 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

  Sr Choir  

19 

 

20 
9-12 pm  

Thrift Shop Open 

 

 

 

21 
9:30 am  

Worship 

 

MESSENGER 

DEADLINE 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
7:30 pm 

Sr. Bell Choir 

 

25 
9-12 pm  

Thrift Shop Open 

 

7:30 pm 

  Sr Choir 

26 
 

27 
9-12 pm 

 Thrift Shop Open 

 

1– 5 pm 

Dorothy Day 

28 
9:30 am  

Worship 
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Equal opportunity 
When young Kelli said her prayers each night, she would bless every family member, 
every friend and every pet (current or past). Toward the end of her prayers, she’d 
say, “And all girls.”  
 
One night her father asked his daughter why she always ended that way.  
 
“Because,” she replied, “everybody else always finishes their prayers by saying, ‘All 
men.’”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MARCH Messenger articles due 

Sunday, FEBRUARY 21
ST
   

E-mail articles to Knisleys127@sbcglobal.net 

THE MESSENGER 

King Street  

United Church of Christ 
201 South King Street 

Danbury, Connecticut  06811 
 
Reverend Cindy Maddox 

Pastor 
 


