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What did you gt for Christmas?

| remember hearing that question frequently when | was a
child, and even more when | was a teenager. Every
conversation with friends began with the question: What did
you get for Christmas?

So what did you get this Christmas? I’m not talking about the
Christmas tie or the bubble bath you received from your
children. I don’t mean the bracelet or tool set you received
from your spouse. Nor do | mean the obligatory fruit cake
from Aunt Mae, the toothbrush from your dentist, or the
talking reindeer hat from the gift exchange.

What real gift did you receive this Christmas? Maybe you
received the gift of community or the blessing of a
relationship renewed. Maybe you discovered joy, hiding near
the tree, waiting to catch you by surprise. Maybe you
delivered hope in the form of gifts to people you don’t even
know. Maybe you opened, not a present, but yourself.

Many presents—the kind you can unwrap—will get lost or
broken or simply forgotten by the end of January. But the real
gifts of Christmas do not break.

What did you receive from the holy season this year? What
did you get for Christmas?

Cindy
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Blanche Masi

Carolyn Ruffles
Harriet Mangels

Scott Merrell Roger Nelson, Jr.
John Jennings

Ed Hannan. Eddie. Charisa and Kailyn
Hannan, in the death of Ed’s mother on
December 18th

Jane Sanger, on the passing of her father
recently;

The family of Ruth Tibbetts, who passed away
on August 15t;

John Hundinger, husband of DaVida Foy
Crabtree, undergoing treatment for stomach
cancer;

Jim Loschiavo, was recently diagnosed with
brain tumors;

Michelle Chuisano, in the recent death of her
father;

Sue Mills, in the death of her father;

Ann Salamone, Christine’s mother-in-law;
Marecelle Corsi, Shari Lynn Niland’s mother.
Randy and Jan Esposito’s daughter-in-law,
Courtney, who recently gave birth, is
undergoing treatments for breast cancer, and
whose sister passed away a short time ago

The families of the victims affected by recent
tragedies, violence and natural disasters;
those who are serving in the armed forces and
their families and all who are victims of war.

January

LASAGNA BUFFET

The lasagna supper will be
January 9™

Open to the community, it will be continuous
seating from 5:00-7:00p.m. We’'ll serve:
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Fresh garden salad - Family style with
assorted dressings
Cheese lasagna with meat or
vegetarian sauce -
Parmesan cheese on the side
[talian bread and butter
Cold beverages: soda, iced tea, water
Hot beverages: coffee and tea
Home baked desserts: pies, cookies,
cakes

xxxxxxxxx

Cost will be $10.00 for adults, $9.00 for seniors
$5.00 for children 5-10 yr. old,
4 and under free

JANUARY LASAGNA DINNERS HELPERS

Bogolawski, Diane
Cooke, Diane

Jennings, Angie
Knisely, Marv

Cooke, John Manfredonia, Matt
Dunkle, John Mills, Sue

Fuller, Val Moreland, Parker
Green, Barbara Moreland, Wini

Ruffles, Andrew

Harrigan, Anne
Thompson, Laura

Jackson, Jean
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.... Historian’s Corner

As We Were

While browsing through some old
Messengers, I found this article that really
brought back memories to me. I think you
will enjoy it.

This is a time covering the 1960’s when I
joined what I thought was a little church. So
powerful that it can hardly be called a little
church. Reverend Stoddard Williams was our
pastor.

At that time the church sanctuary ended
where you see the arch and the Parish House
comprised the balance of the edifice. We did
have a kitchen in the basement (now the
Thrift Shop), and when suppers were held in
the Martin Room, food was brought up and
down by way of the dumbwaiter, no longer
available at the end of the Martin Room.

To become a member of the church was to
immediately be a part of a special family.

My first Sunday as a visitor made such an
impression on me. Donald Humphrey, a
former Deacon, took my hand and gave me
the grand tour introducing me to the entire
congregation including the lovely choir led by
Katharine Rodgers, organist and musical
director.

On August 23, 1964, we celebrated our 134"
Anniversary, and former Pastors, Reverend
Charles Kennedy, Reverend Otto Reuman
and Reverend Seldon Humphrey, took part in
the service. We were proud to announce the
full payment of the mortgage on the Parish
House, now known as the Martin Room.

The area was growing as was membership
and by 1965 there were 110 pupils in the
Sunday school. Classes were held in the
kitchen, the nursery, upstairs, downstairs, in
the sanctuary, in the parsonage, and even in
the King Street Firehouse. Cars shuttled the
children back and forth.

In 1966, by vote of the congregation, we
joined the United Church of Christ, and
changed the name from King Street Christian
Church, to the King Street United Church of
Christ.

We did indeed need more room, and in
January of 1966, the amount of $75,000 was
approved for a new educational wing. A year
later, on January 1, 1967, Reverend Williams
led us in a ground breaking ceremony for the
new building which was to include a study
for the minister, a lounge, six classrooms, a
large meeting room and a kitchen.

While plans were under way for the
expansion, the church proper was painted,
screen added on one side, and an electric
furnace purchased. Due to some missing
parts, we were without heat for the month of
March and services were held in the Parish
House. On Palm Sunday, April 3, 1966, a
portable gasoline heat blower was acquired
and was used to heat the church until the
furnace was finally installed on May 29,
1966.

During these years numerous groups within
the church were successfully organized
including a Men'’s Fellowship and Junior
Diaconate. The men contributed much to
the care of the church, and our young people
assisted the deacons during the service,
helped address the Messenger, and cared for
the nursery children.

The years from 1963 to 1968 were very
special and today we look back on those
years and realize where we are today. We
see the education wing completed, the
driveway paved, the church itself enlarged,
and a community continually growing with
many needs which our Church was sent by
God to fulfill. What does our Lord have for
us in the future and will we be ready to go
on that journey with Him?

Barbara Westby
Historian
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Women's
Society

Thanks to all who donated and participated in our
First Christmas Cookie Sale ($450) and The Kids
Only Room, also a great success. We had 11 Special
Olympic families shop, as well as our church family.
What a great Outreach project and those who
wrapped loved watching all the happy shoppers!

Remember our lovely boutique if you wish to donate
some of those un-used holiday gifts.

Our Jan-Feb project will be sprucing up the library.
Any and all suggestions welcome.

Peace in 2010 to all.

Congregational

Meeting
Qb
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A congregational meeting will be held
on January 24" immediately following
the service. In the case of bad weather,
the alternate date will be January 31+

in case of inclement weather

In case of bad weather, how will you
find out if church is cancelled? It will
now be posted on WFSB-3. You can
check either on television or online at
www.wfsb.com. And if you like text
messages, you can even sign up for
automatic alerts to be sent to your cell
phone. Keep in mind that, depending
on the conditions on any given Sunday,
we could choose to have a one or two
hour delay rather than cancelling.

0 Member

Interested in joining the church? Or simply
learning more about us? Pastor Cindy is in the
process of arranging a New Members’ Class so
please contact her if you are interested.

Many thanks to all those who helped make our
Advent and Christmas season especially beautiful.

Our second annual Christmas Concert was a
wonderful success. Thanks to Barb Nobles for her
work with the high school ensemble, Lisa Murray
for leading the senior bell choir, and Paul Malyszka
for his many hours of work with the junior choir,
senior choir, and the Holy Rollers. Paul also pulled
the whole program together in a wonderful way,
including bringing his family's group, ECLIPSE, to
participate in the service. Thanks also to Bob
Sanger and Larry Deming for sharing their talent,
and to Tish McCarthy for the extra work in
advertising and preparing programs. And a big
thanks to John Jesse for helping to organize

and advertise the event, plus providing extra
special refreshments.

The children's Christmas pageant was also
wonderful. Our thanks to Sherie Sullivan and Laura
Thompson for their dedicated leadership, not to
mention patience. Thanks to Steve Fuller for being
an amazing mule! And thanks to every child who
participated--you were fabulous!

Thanks also to: John Jesse for the new sanctuary
decorations, the junior and senior choirs for
participating in the Christmas Eve services, the
deacons for helping to make sure the services are
all staffed and well-supplied, and Tish McCarthy for
all her extra work during the Advent and Christmas
season.

Thanks, everyone. You are deeply appreciated.
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A New Year’s desire
Grant that | may bring no tear to any eye
when this New Year in time shall end.
Let it be said I’ve played the friend,
have lived and loved and labored here,
And made of it a happy year.

—Edgar A. Guest
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